A CHILDREN AND TEACHERS REFERENCE BOOK

THE HISTORY OF
ALEXANDRA PRIMARY
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Introduction

Alexandra school has existed for 110 years.
You are one of the thousands of children or
hundreds of staff to pass through its doors.
This is the story of the school during the
1910s. We'll find out about the early years of
our school and what made our school the
special, caring and friendly place it is today :)

your brances can only reach
high if your roots go deep

ALEXANDRA
WHAT'S IN A
NAME?

Why is our school called Alexandra? Do you know? Before I tell you,
take a few minutes and guess why you think our school is called
Alexandra.

Alexandra was named after Queen Consort Alexandra wife of Edward
VII. She was actually the daughter of the King Edward and although
she was a royal she had quite a normal life, except of course from
having famous author Hans Christian Anderson coming to read her
bedtime stories from time to time.
Queen Alexandra was popular with the people, she held the title of
Princess of Wales for 37 years and has 67 streets named after her in
London alone. Her name was probably chosen because she did lots
of kind things in her life. One time she bought a ship to take wounded
soldiers home from the war.

THE EARLY
YEARS
1910-1914

Why did Wrexham need a new school?
In 1880 children aged between 5 and 10 had to go to school. By 1910, children up to the
age of 12, by law had to go to school. Wrexham already had some schools, these were
mostly schools under the control of the church. But there were some board schools aswell
such as Victoria, which was built in 1901. Wrexham needed more schools and so the
council decided to build Alexandra Council School. The Log book says that the school
opened on 6th June 1910 and cost £14,500 to build. That would be about £1.7 million
pounds in today's money. On site there was an infants school, a boys school and a girls
school. The site could hold up to 1,000 pupils.

Early Beginnings
A New School for Wrexham

Read the newspaper articles below. What
can they tell you about the new school?

Activitiy Ideas
Can you put these articles in time order? There were lots of
applications for the job of headteacher, the chosen headteachers
must have been very good. What do you think they were like? Maybe
you could design your own school from 1910. What would be in it?
What materials/ style would you use?
Extra Question. These articles are from the time when the school opened. Are
they primary or secondary sources? Are they reliable?

The First Day

What do you think the book below was for? Who did
it belong to?

This is the headteachers log book. It's like a diary
where he would write what happened in the school
each day. A lot of the information in this book comes
from the log book itself. It is a first hand or primary
source of history.
Activity: Write a diary entry about the first ever day at Alexandra school. You could
do this as a pupil, headteacher, teacher or even the caretaker. If you
want to make your diary entry even better you could research what school was like
in 1910. You could also come up with a daily timetable that you think the children
would have followed.

The First Headmaster
Mr. Henry Phillips Williams

You can find out lots about people in the past if you know
their full name and date of birth. To start with we only know
from the newspaper that the headteacher is called Mr. HP
Williams. Can anything from the picture from the log book
help us find out his date of birth?

The First Headmaster
Further information

Using the last page we know that Mr. Williams was born on 30th April 1876. We know this because he said he
should've retired on April 30th 1941 his 65th birthday. When he started his job at Alexandra he was 34 years
old. He carried on as headmaster for the first 31 years of the school, retiring at age 65. We can learn a bit
more about his family using census data. A census is a survey carried out every 10 years to find out who lives
in each house. It tells us people's age, job and if they are married or not. This is the census from 1911, a year
after Mr. Williams started working at Alexandra. What can you learn from this picture?

We found out here that Henry is married to Alice, who is a year older than him. They have been
married for 11 years and have had 6 children, but sadly only 3 of them survived. Their 3 children are
called Ivy Alexandra, Francis and Clifford. Its amazing that he gave Ivy the middle name Alexandra
when she was born in 1901 and 9 years later would find himself headmaster of a school with the
same name....it must be fate. The record also shows that the family had an employee called Elizabeth
Gale, so the family were doing well and were rich enough to have a servant. We also know from an
earlier census that in 1891, when Henry was 15 years old, he lived with his parents. His job was listed
as a teacher. Imagine being a teacher at 15 years old!
In 1911, Census data tells us the family lived at 36 Beechly Road in Wrexham and by 1939 they had
moved to 20 Park Avenue. Mr. Williams was also a special constable in WW1. The first inspection
reports say how well organised and what a hard working a headteacher he was. In fact, he only took
the afternoon off for his own mother's funeral. He died in April 1952 at the age of 75.

F I N DIN G O U R

FEET

In the first few weeks of the school, the headmasters were very busy. They had lots of
inspectors visiting to give them advice on what things the children should be learning
about. Each week somebody from the council would come in and check the registers
carefully. Over the first few years of the school numbers grew. The inspectors were
pleased with how organised the new schools were.

Happy Times

School was a little bit different in 1910. Life was simpler and there were more community
events. There were lots of nice events that went on. Each July the local Sunday Schools
would host their 'treats' and all the children were granted a days holiday. At the end of
the year a child would be given a prize for the best collection of wild flowers. Also, one
day a teacher was allowed the afternoon off to play in the mayors cricket match!
This entry from the log book tells of what sounds like quite a fun day: ‘Fete and Gala at
the park in aid of the Infirmary School. School closed at noon. A collection of vegetables
(which were awarded first prize) was sent from the school gardens. Eight boys also
represented school in a ‘walking match’ and two boys were placed 4th and 5th
respectively.

The School Curriculum
In 1910, the boys and girls were taught in different buildings. They both
would have studied some of the same subjects such as the three R's
(reading, writing and arithmetic). But they would also have studied
different subjects too; Boys would have studied drill, woodwork and
manual instruction and drawing. The older boys would get to use
hammers, chisels and saws, whereas girls would have studied sewing,
knitting, cookery and how to iron wrinkles out of clothes.
Discussion: What do you think about this? Was it a sensible way to
prepare the boys and girls for the jobs and lives they would lead? Is it
fair?
Instead of having RE lessons in school, children would attend Sunday
School.
Activity: Interview an adult (maybe a grandparent) and ask them what
school was like when they were younger. Maybe they even could tell
you something about what school was like for their parents.

SCHOOL IN 1910

Below is a number of statements about school in 1910. Sort them into
things that are similar or different to today. You could use a table, venn or
Carroll diagram.
Children had a summer
Children were taught
how to read and write

The teacher wrote
on a blackboard

holiday in August

Schools served dinner
Pupils would chant things out
to the children
If you talked in lessons, you would to help them learn.
have to stay late and write 'i must
Children sat on a long bench with
not chatter in lesson time' 100
a desk in front of it.
times.

A coal fireplace in the classroom
would heat the room. It wasn't very big, so
the children at the back wold shiver trough
the winter.

Male teachers taught the boys,
female teachers taught the girls*

When a female teacher got
Children would be hit on the
married, she had to give
knuckles with a wooden stick called
up teaching*
a cane if they were late or badly
behaved.
*This changed because of World War 1.
Why do you think that was?

Older children wrote in
exercise books, younger
children wrote with slate
and chalk. If you made a
mistake you would spit on
the slate to rub it out
(gross!!)

Alexandra and WW1

Lend a hand on the land

AUGUST 1914

WAR BREAKS OUT
“School re-opened after summer holidays. during the holidays the
‘European War’ broke out and England declared War on Germany
and Austria." - Mr. HP Williams, Alexandra School Log Book, Aug
1914
World War 1 meant big changes for life at school and at
home. Rank the following changes by how big an impact they
would have had on your life:

There was a shortage of food, so it had to be rationed
Children would have to do extra housework as their mum's may
have had to take on a job.
Children would have to practice air raid drills and would be
worried that a bomb could drop on the school at any time
School had to use their playing fields to grow vegetables
Lots of people from the community helped with the harvest
At times school would be closed for an extra week or two so that
teachers could help with paperwork to do with the war
The school stopped teaching geometry so that they could spend
more time teaching gardening.
Children would take part in fundraising to help the war effort
There would be more jobs for the older boys who would decide to
leave school early to go and earn money
Teachers would sometimes leave at short notice to join the war

Good Deeds

Challenge: Do
something kind
today. Don't tell
anyone about it and
see if your teacher
finds out

Alexandra Community School did a lot of kind things
during World War I. I think that this was the start of how
the school became such a happy, kind and positive
place.
Teachers from the
Children from the
In one week,
school left to serve in
school used their
Alexandra raised
the war. They put
woodwork skills to
£300 pound for the
their lives on the line
prepare a house for
War Effort. This is
so that the country
Belgian refugees
equivalent to
have the freedoms we
who were fleeing
£21,000 in today's
enjoy today
war.
money...WOW!

Even though food
was short, families
from the school
donated food to
the soliders in
Roseneath Hospital..

The school fields were
used to grow
vegetable for the war
effort. Pupils put a lot
of time and effort into
gardening to help
their country

Children from the
school used their
woodwork skills to
help prepare
Roseneath Hospital to
be ready to look after
wounded soldiers.

The Headteacher
and two members
of staff became
special constables
to help keep the
community safe.

The headteacher
himself was absent
for one afternoon as
he was helping a local
farmer to collect in
the harvest.

Teachers at War

School life was very unpredictable during the War. Imagine going to
school one day and finding that your teacher wasn't there and had left
to go to war. Well this happened a lot. How do you think you'd feel?
"Mr. Roberts absent from
his duties during the
morning session. He was
ordered to attend
Barracks for medical
inspection – re
– ‘Pals Battalion’"
October 1st 1914
"Mr. Moore allowed to
attend Dr.’s SurgeryGrosvenor Road – re:
Endourment, away from 9 to
10.30. Mr. Moore absented
himself from duty in the
afternoon, after Headmaster
telling him he could not do
so, as his work incompleted."
August 12th 1915

"Last Day Mr. C. H. Jones
was at school. He
promised to come on the
7th but spent day at the
barracks, leaving for Bangor
in the evening re –Officers ‘
Training Corps"
- October 6th 1914

"Mr. J. T Rogers left
to enter in his
military duties"
- October 29th
1916

The above entries are all
from the school log book

A History Mystery: Finding Our War Hero
Research by Mike Plant
and his team at the
Wrexham Archives
After reading the above entry, the first thing you want to do is to try and find out who this
person is. It can be tricky to find people from the past. But here is what we know so far
about J Davies. Do you think we've found the right person?
There were only two Lance Corporal J Davies
in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers who were
decorated (won medals).
One of them won the Victoria Cross and the
other the Distinguished Conduct Medal
(DCM). This second J Davies fits with the diary
entry as he won the DCM so we decided to
find out more about him.
'J Davies' is Joseph Davies joined the 16th
Battallion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and first
fought in France in December 1915.
To make this fit, he could have been an
Alexandra Pupil in 1910 at the Age of 11 or 12.
This would mean he would have had to join
the army in 1915 at the age of 17.

He couldn't be born an earlier than 1898 or he
would have been too old to go to the school
when it opened in 1910.
According to the London Gazette, Joseph
Davies won the DCM in August 1916. The
headteacher writes about it on Novermber 1st
1916, so this fits.
We found evidence that Joseph Davies lived in
Bangor and worked at a pawnbrokers. He
could have moved here after he left school.
After the war he lived in Clwyd Street in Ruthin
and later in 1918 he took up an officers
training course in Rhyl.
There are no other J. Davies in the military
records that fit this criteria.

Look at all the evidence. What do you think? Have we found our hero? How certain
can we be?

A History Mystery: Finding Our War
Hero
Following this research and what we can guess about when he was born
the next step was to see if we can find a Joseph Davies in the census data
of 1911

This is a Joseph Davies, aged 12 in 1911 and the census tells us he is
currently at school. What is really crucial is his address in the bottom right
corner: Holt Street, Wrexham...just a few hundred metres away from
Alexandra school. You can never be certain with History research, but i
think we can be fairly sure that we've found our Joseph Davies.

JOSEPH DAVIES: A TALE OF BRAVERY
After joining the Royal Welsh fusiliers, Joseph joined the 254 Tunneling
company. During WWI there was a secret 'underground' war being waged;
tunnels were being excavated to larger chambers and being loaded with
explosives (Amatol). These were then detonated beneath enemy trenches.
Both sides were using this tactic and each side tried to blow up each others
tunnels to stop them from getting underneath the trenches. During one
mission, Joseph led a party of miners into a German tunnel and destroyed
them despite being badly wounded in three places. Although he was hurt, he
carried on and completed his mission. His party successfully beat or killed
away or killed the enemy before blowing up their tunnel.

Activity Ideas

Write a story about Joseph
Davies' adventures. You
could practice using
adjectives in describing the
darkness of the tunnels and
exciting verbs when
describing the action
sequences.
.

A POEM TO OUR
FRIENDS

On April 23rd 1918 the school held a special ceremony for St. George's
Day and Shakespeare Day. Special lessons were given by every teacher
and afterwards the headteacher gathered the children and read out a
greeting by the Head Boy of the school. This poem was sent to school
children in the USA.
Activity
Proud of our common heritage in Shakespeare,
mindful of the bond uniting us as comrades in
duty, and in grateful reverence towards those
who are giving their lives to safeguard the
blessings of freedom + peace for us all, we send
greetings on Shakespeare Day:
Signed. Cyril H Stokes, Head Boy.’

Could you write a poem or
message of friendship to
someone in another
school or country? Choose
a different country and
make a list of the things
you have in common with
people from different
countries and
communities.

1918

THE SPANISH
FLU
PANDEMIC

SPANISH FLU AND ALEXANDRA
This book has been written at the time of the 2020 global pandemic. At the time of writing,
normal school as we know it has changed. The school remained open for the children of key
workers but many children were home schooled for 5 months. If you lived through this time,
you've lived through history. One day, your children or grand children will ask you what it was like!

But this wasn't the first time a pandemic has affected our country. In 1918 it is guessed that 500
million people worldwide were killed by Spanish Flu. See Below for messages from the school log
book about Spanish Flu.

18th June 1918 - ‘Inf department closed from this date for two
weeks – measles and whooping cough very prevalent.’

July 1918 - ‘Much sickness (supposed Spanish Influenza) amongst teachers + children
%age fell to 86%’

July 23rd 1918: Due to the increased sickness, the sanitary authority ordered school to
close, so that by 4pm the school broke up for the summer holidays’

October 22nd 1918

‘ School closed at noon – to reassemble on Monday November 4th –

by order of the Med. Officer re, owing to the percentage of Influenza in the Borough. This
school was not affected very much with the attendance being 87 + 89 per. cent for the
last fortnight’
School opened again as normal in September, before the following entry after half term...

November 4th 1918 ‘ School closed for another week – per influenza epidemic.’
November 11th 1918 ‘School re-opened – a very poor attendance – about 11%.’
Autumn Term 1918: No. on books 278. Average
attendance 243.11; %age 87.04 – The attendance during this quarter was the
worst in the history of the school; it was due chiefly to the boys from
the Scattered Homes – The Influenza Epidemic also affected attendance.’

Dealing with a Virus: Then and Now
Discussion: Have a look at the posters and messages
below. This was advice given in 1918. Is it the same advice
given today or has it changed?

Image from time magazine website

Image from the conversation

Image from the conversation

Activity
Research and study some of the posters from the 1918 Pandemic. You could
make a list comparing advice from today with advice from 1918. What is
different and what is the same. Is it all good advice? Would scientists offer the
same advice today?

WELSH IN ALEXANDRA
SCHOOL

For the first 10 years in Alexandra school there were no Welsh lessons. In 1920 that changed, the
headteacher sent a letter out to parents to ask for permission for the school to teach their
children Welsh. This entry is from the Headteacher's log book in 1920:

‘Instruction in Welsh – forwarded 166 forms – which had been filled in by parents – to the clerk.
256 forms were distributed – 164 desired boys to be taught Welsh – 2 did not + 90 did not fill in
forms, by which it was to be understood that parents did not desire their boys to be taught
Welsh.’
Discussion: Why do you think 2 parents didn't want their children to learn Welsh? Why do you
think 90 parents didn't fill in the forms?

The following week Dr Williams, an inspector, called into school twice about preparing the
school for the teaching of Welsh. Finally, 10 years after the school opened, on July 13th 1920, the
first Welsh lesson was held in Alexandra School. Unfortunately, given the 2020 pandemic the
school was unable to mark the 100th anniversary of the first ever Welsh lesson.
Even though Alexandra school didn't teach Welsh for the first 10 years of its existence, you can
tell they cared about their welsh culture. For instance, every year for St. David's Day special
lessons were held in the morning by teachers and the children then got the afternoon off to
celebrate. I wonder if we could ask Mrs. Roberts, the current headteacher, to bring this tradition
back :)
Activity: Design a poster celebrating the first ever Welsh lesson in Alexandra, add some Welsh
vocabulary to your poster. Perform a Welsh conversation that you think might have happened in
1910. You could use lots of language you know - What hobbies did they have? What did thy eat?
Where did they go? What clothes did they wear?

TIMELINE 1910 - 1918

Activity: Can you make a similar timeline for your
lifetime?
28th Jul 1914
World War 1 Starts

June 6th 1910
Alexandra School
Opens

15th April 1912
Titanic sinks

1910

1911

1912

1911
Population of
Wrexham - 18,377

Alexandra
Events

1913

11th Nov 1918
World War 1 Ends

1918
Spanish Flu
Pandemic

1914
Wrexham's first
motorised fire
engine arrives.

1914

1915

1916

1918

1918
School leaving age
raised to 14

Key
Wrexham
Events

1917

World
Events

Useful Websites
Pictures of Wrexham in 1910
https://www.wrexham-history.com/category/1910s/page/3/
Then and Now pictures of Wrexham
http://old.wrexham.gov.uk/english/heritage/150_exhibition/then_now.htm
BBC Bitesize World War I
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q
Schools in World War I
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/schools_and_universities
Information about the Great War and the 1910s (fantastic resource!)
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/great-war/

Glossary
air raid - an aerial attack by enemy planes,
usually by bombing a target.
barracks - a large group of buildings used
to house soldiers
battalion - a large group of troops ready
for battle
blessing - a prayer asking for protection
or favour from God
bond - a special friendship
census - a survey that counts the
population of a country
community - a group of people who live
in the same place
comrade - a fellow soldier
consort - the wife or husband of the
reigning monarch
DCM Medal - The oldest british medal
awarded for bravery.
detonated - to explode
excavated - to dig
London Gazette - a newspaper from
Londong

pandemic - a disease that spreads to
the whole world
pawnbroker -a person who lends you
money in return for temporarily keeping
one of your items
rationing - allowing people to only have
a small amount of food each week so
food doesn't run out.
reverence - lots of respect for someone
or something
prevalent - happening often
Royal Welsh Fusiliers - an infantry
regiment of the British Army
safeguard - to keep something safe
scholar - a person who studies at a
school, college or university
scattered homes - A children's home
situated in the town so that children
could attend the local board school.
Special Constable - A part time
volunteer police officer.
unforeseen - not expected to happen
unpredictable - not able to be
predicted, changeable.

Cover Images. 1. Pupils from Alexaandra lay daffodils at the memorial to Morgan Llwyd courtest of Wrexham Museum Facebook
page
2. Alexandra CP School Footbal team 1954-55 courtesy of http://www.oldwrexhamians.co.uk/primary_schools.htm

